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wipe the slate clean of her rivalries and quarrels with Great
Britain, this would greatly strengthen her own international
position. It would allow her to return to an active forward
policy in the Balkans after being checkmated in the Far
East, It would also be welcomed by France, who would be
glad to see her ally and her new friend on better terms with
one another. An Anglo-Russian Entente and a reconcilia-
tion with Japan might tend toward the formation of a
quadruple combination which would quite outmatch the
Triple Alliance and could hold in check Austrian ambitions
in the Balkans and German ambitions in Turkey. This
therefore was the program which Izvolski determined to
carry out upon taking up his new position of Russian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs in May, 1906.
King Edward and Sir Edward Grey were also favorable
to an understanding with Russia. The first Morocco crisis
and the growing German navy had filled them with sus-
picions of Germany's intentions and with the desire to re-
move the danger of Russian enmity in case of possible
trouble with Germany. Sir Charles Hardinge was another
ardent advocate of a rapprochem'ent with Russia. He had
been British Ambassador at St. Petersburg since 1904, but
was recalled in the fall of 1905 to become Permanent Under
Secretary in place of Sir Thomas Sanderson. He took pains
to explain in St. Petersburg and London that his recall
would afford him an opportunity to work with further
success for close Anglo-Russian relations.202 Henceforth
he was to exert a strong pro-Russian influence on Sir
Edward Grey in the direction of creating the group of
Powers which came to be known as the Triple Entente. In
this he was actively seconded by Sir Arthur Nicolson who
went to St. Petersburg in his place.203
Within a few months after Izvolski took over the For-
eign Office from Count Lamsdorf, the Anglo-Russian nego-
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